God Changes Water into Wine
A Recipe for Usefulness
by Daniel Kenaston
This article was adapted from part of a sermon preached during our annual weekend meetings in August 2003. The full sermon is available under the title, A Recipe for Usefulness, through Charity Gospel Tape Ministry.
—The editor
There are some New Testament verses that focus more on the faith side of being used by God. Faith is a very necessary part of moving forward in our service for God. We have already mentioned the aspect of being right with God. God has done a work in your life. He has dealt with sin in your life, and He is continuing to pour His presence into you, a clean vessel. Even though we are clean and heaven is open over our life, we still need to step out in faith and move forward in our service for God. I would like to address these steps of faith in this message. In the text below, we have a story that is full of types and shadows of spiritual usefulness. Let’s look at the verses and draw out some clear ingredients for a recipe for usefulness.
John 2:1-11
 “And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, ‘They have no wine.’ Jesus saith unto her, ‘Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.’ His mother saith unto the servants, ‘Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.’ And there were set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, ‘Fill the water pots with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. And he saith unto them, ‘Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast.’ And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith unto him, ‘Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine, and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now.’ This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.”
We Must See Our Need
We see a need expressed in verse three: “And when they wanted wine….” Now this word “wanted” is an Old English word. It doesn’t mean that they wanted wine as in a desire. Rather, it means they lacked it. There was no wine, and when they lacked wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” We, too, must recognize our need. We have a need for the wine of God’s Spirit. We have a need for the infilling of God’s presence in our lives.
Not only must we recognize our need, but we must also communicate it. Mary came to Jesus and communicated it: “They have no wine.” First, they recognized: “We’re out! There’s nothing here! All the containers are empty!” This is the first ingredient in our recipe for usefulness in the New Testament. We must come to God and say: “There’s no wine, God! Your Spirit that I need in my life is not there! I’m empty! I feel dry! I don’t have what I need to be useful, God!” 
We Must Be Willing to Obey
After they told Jesus about their need, verse five then follows with: “His mother saith unto the servants, ‘Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.’” The second ingredient in our recipe for usefulness is a willingness for the “whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” Do you want God to refill your empty vessel? You need to recognize and communicate your need. But you must also have a heart ready for the “whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” There were servants there who were willing for the “whatsoever—” even if it didn’t make sense. If God is going to be able to use us for His work, we must have that kind of willingness: “Whatsoever you say, Lord, I will do.” 
We Must Be Clean, Empty Vessels
Not only were there willing people, but there were also the willing (available) water pots, purified and made ready for good use. Verse six says, “There were set there six water pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.” These vessels were empty and clean, sitting there waiting to be used. This verse brings our thoughts back to the meditations of Psalm 51, where we human vessels can find forgiveness and cleansing to make us fit and ready for use. 
We Must Be “Obedient-to-the-Brim” Servants
Jesus said to these servants, “Fill the water pots with water.” And guess what—they did it! These were true servants. These were “whatsoever-he-saith” servants. They had a willingness to do everything that was commanded of them—whether it made sense or not, whether it seemed to be related to the need or not. We want God to make us useful and to fill us with His Spirit so that we can fulfill His work. And, if God should ask us to do something that seems to be totally unrelated—we must obey! Fill the water pots with water? Yes!
Put yourself in the servants’ place. They had been serving the wine, taking it back and forth, and this was an unbelievable disgrace, to run out of wine. This means it wasn’t planned. It would be like one of our weddings, when we go to seat the people and the whole room is full, but there are still a hundred and fifty people without seats, or if we would run out of food. This would be an incredible embarrassment! Put yourself in the place of these servants. Here is this “man” who had never done a miracle before. It is very different for us today. God has done lots of miracles. When He tells us to do something, we should know He has the power to work a miracle. These servants had never seen Him do a miracle. He was just one of the guests. He said, “Fill the water pots with water.”
Consider also the difficulty of this command. This didn’t mean turning on a spigot. I know first-hand what it means; I’ve watched it done at five o’clock every morning in an African village. It meant taking smaller vessels, walking out to a hand-dug well, bringing up a gallon at a time, filling the containers, walking back up, pouring it in, and going back and forth, back and forth. In spite of this difficulty, they went and filled the pots to the brim. 
Besides the difficulty of the command, it also seemed totally unreasonable. They had a need for wine, and yet this “man” was telling them to go get water. He didn’t tell them to see if the neighbor had some, or to go to the store and buy some. Instead, He told them to make the effort to fill containers with water. Even so, they did it, and filled them to the brim. Are we ready to give seemingly unrelated obedience to God’s Word? Do we have a “to-the-brim” obedience? Can we say, “OK, God, I’ve heard your Word; it doesn’t make sense, but I will do what You’ve said—to the brim”?
We Must Have “Leap-of-Faith” Obedience
Jesus gave them the command, “Draw out now.” Think of it: you have carried all this water, you have just filled up these big water pots with water, and you have seen that it was water. Now draw it out and take it to the governor of the feast? What would you do? Praise God, the Bible says of the servants in verse eight, “and they bare it.” Not only did they fill these water pots to the brim, but they also took God at His word and took it to the governor. This is “leap-of-faith” obedience. Are you willing for that leap of faith? This is an essential ingredient in the recipe for usefulness. 
These servants attached themselves to Jesus and His words. No longer were they observers. No longer were their hands off of it. Jesus didn’t take the dipper Himself and take it to the governor of the feast. Instead, He says, “You take it. You attach your life; you put your reputation on the line for Me.” He was telling these servants, “You pick up that dipper full of water, take it to the governor of the feast and say, ‘How does the wine taste?’” They dipped out that water and took it. 
The Bible doesn’t tell us when the miracle occurred. God didn’t choose to reveal that to us. The miracle may have occurred when they dipped it in, it may have occurred when they were walking, or perhaps it occurred when the governor put it to his lips…. The Bible doesn’t tell us whether it looked like wine or it looked like water. All we know is that they brought the water and poured it into these containers. Then in faith, they dipped the scoop and took it to the governor of the feast, and when he tasted it, he said, “It’s wonderful! This is incredible! This is some of the best wine that I have tasted all day!” It met the need of the hour. 
God simply asks us to attach ourselves to Him and His words by faith. The miracle is going to occur. God is going to turn that water for which we have labored into wine. He will meet the need of that thirsty crowd of people who want wine, but lack it. These servants were not vintners (someone who makes wine), yet they were used to meet the need of the hour because they obeyed God’s Word. They were not skilled men; they were laborers. They only poured the water into those containers, but when the power of God met with their obedient hearts, a miracle was created. 
This principle is like the mixing of two special chemicals. The other day I was using a medical ice pack that required twisting to become activated. When you twist it, there are two chemicals that mix, immediately creating a below-zero temperature inside. God is waiting for that kind of obedience. His miracle-working power is waiting to be met with your obedience, and a miracle will be created that will meet your need and the need of the world to which you minister. Are you willing to bring your obedience to meet God’s Word? 
We need to say: “Lord Jesus, I’m taking my life, who I am and what I have, and laying it on the line. It seems like water. It doesn’t seem like it is going to meet the need. I don’t know that I have much to give, but You said to carry it, Lord, so I’m going to carry it. I’m going to take it to those who have need of it, and I’m going to give it to them. I will trust You that You will not bring me to shame in front of a needy world. You will not shame me in front of myself and the needs of my heart. You will do the miracle necessary to make wine from this water.”
God sent a miraculous supply. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, it was wine indeed! It was wonderful wine, made by God! And it will be so in your life, when God’s miracle-working power, God’s Word of command to you, meets your obedient, cleansed vessel. It will be pure wine, God’s miraculous wine.
Faith’s Secret Knowledge
Look at this beautiful phrase in verse nine, “When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew) . . . .” Maybe the ruler knew that they were running out of wine. Maybe he also knew that, as the ruler of the feast, he was going to lose face because they hadn’t planned well. He tasted the water that was made into wine, and he didn’t know where they got it. But the servants who drew the water knew! And so will you! This is the joy of faith’s secret knowledge. Those who drew the water knew that wine had been created by their obedience to God’s Word, and the miracle-working power of God! It was the natural result of these two elements combined. Do you want that secret knowledge? It is a secret knowledge freely given to all those who obey God in faith.
If you are involved in ministry, you know what I’m talking about. There are times when you dip into that water pot in faith and it is still water. It is one hundred percent water! You say, “God, it’s just water!” I said that to God this morning about this message. “It’s just water, God!” But you’ve taken it in faith to the governor of the feast, to those who have need of it, and handed it to them in faith, because God said for you to hand it to them. Somewhere along the line, your water becomes the wine that meets the need. And the people drink it and say, “Oh, that is the most wonderful wine!” But you who drew the water know, it was God—and make sure you give God the glory! But it’s also our obedience and our willingness that must meet with the power of God.
This is the recipe for usefulness. The need must be there—and I know that you know there is a need. There is a need in this world, and there is a need in your heart and mine for wine—true, vintage wine, the outpouring of God’s Spirit into our hearts. The need of the hour is immense! The need must be communicated to God, the only One who can meet it. We must be willing for “whatsoever he saith.” There are times when God withdraws His presence from me because I’m not willing for “whatsoever he saith.” There are days when I wrestle myself to that point, because I know that only there can God flow through me. There must be willing, purified water pots. Do you want to be used by God? You must be emptied, purified, and cleansed. You must be willing to obey God, and obey God’s seemingly unrelated commands into our lives. God knows what He is doing. You don’t know the ingredients that God wants to use for your miracle. So when God calls you to go and do this or that, and it doesn’t make sense, don’t worry about it. Simply obey. Just cast your net on the other side of the boat. You can’t explain it. Marine biologists are not going to give you any reason why the other side of the boat is going to work better, but just do it. Fill the water pots, and then be willing to bear out. Put your reputation on the line to obey God.
To the Glory of God
Do you want to be used by God? Do you want God to pour His Spirit into you in a new way? God wants to pour His Spirit into you to make you useful, to use you to reach a world, to meet the needs. Be willing to be usable. Give God your water, and be willing to obey His Word. It will become wine.
Verse eleven says, “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.” This miracle that God wants to do has one purpose: to manifest His glory so that His disciples and others will believe on Him. The world is watching you. Your brothers and sisters are watching you. People are waiting to see God’s miracle worked out in your life—to make you a living testimony of what God can do with a willing vessel, to make you a living testimony of God’s ability to make wine to meet the need of the hour, from that which is purely water in our own lives. This is God’s recipe for usefulness. Let us rise up in faith. God will honor those who honor Him.
Water – to Wine
The wine was gone; the pots were dry,
And just a Man was standing by.
“Now all these pots, with water fill.”
He said these words—stayed, standing still.
With awe the servants looked at Him,
And then they filled them to the brim.
What said He next? “Now draw it up,
And take the governor a cup.”
“A cup of this? This water here?”
The servants trembled with some fear.
But they obeyed that very hour,
And God reached down in all His power!
That water turned to special brew,
And only faithful servants knew!
A need for wine abounds today,
A need for men to serve and pray!
Our God calls out for vintage wine—
A wine that’s neither yours nor mine.
When you step out in faith to fill
Your vessel up and do His will,
Your plain, old water turns to wine—
Turned by the power of God divine.
With leap of faith we dip and pour
And sweat and struggle back for more;
We trembling, take it to all men,
And this we do again, again.
Then, lo, it turns before our eyes
Into a wonderful surprise!
When we have none, God in His way
Meets our obedience day by day.
Our water turns to vintage wine—
That is not yours and is not mine!
This miracle has but one plan:
To manifest God’s self to man,
So that all men around may see
The wine of God through you and me.
—Rachel Weaver
