Kindness

Be ye kind one to another.

Gentleness is enumerated, by the apostle, among the
“fruit of the Spirit,” and yet there are some apparently re-
ligious men to be met with, in whose make-up gentleness
does not hold a conspicuous place. How it enhances our
esteem for the Christian who possesses a large share of it.
How it enlarges his sphere of usefulness, and adds grace
to his profession of religion.

The rough, honest-hearted man may do good in the
world, through the self-denial he manifests, and the true
and holy faith which is in him. But of greater efficacy
would be his life-labor in the service of his divine Master,
if in his daily walk he would give manifest expression to
the gentle virtues of love, meekness, and tender courtesy.

Do good graciously. Let young and old bear in mind
that a good act done in a rough spirit may hurt more than
it heals. A rough manner obliterates the obligation con-
ferred, and sometimes leaves unpleasant remembrances
concerning those who have labored for our good.

Almost every heart has within it a store of kindly af-
fections, and if there was only a more general effort made
to manifest the warmth of our love, and the gentleness of
true Christian courtesy, a change for the better would ap-
pear in most families and communities.

One writer says:

I am one of those whose lot in life has been to go out
into an unfriendly world at an early age; and of nearly
twenty families in which I have made my home in
the course of about nine years, there were only three
or four that could be properly designated as happy

families. The source of trouble was not so much the
lack of love, as the lack of care to manifest it.

What a world of misery is suggested by that last remark!
What power resides in the small courtesies of life! In a
look, a word, a tone, how much happiness or sorrow may
be communicated.

Mercies in rich abundance are showered down upon
us by the Giver of all good gifts. If we are grateful, let
us manifest it by the love and kindness exercised toward
those about us, showing appreciation for favors from oth-
ers and covering with a cloak of charity the austerity and
coldness of those who have not yet learned the secret of
dispensing the milk of human kindness.

Kindness and love are powerful levers to operate
within our associations with mankind. If we habitually
use them, we shall be more and more convinced that the
exercise of them is as
beneficial to others as
it is necessary to our
growth and spiritual
warfare.

None of this, how-
ever, is to be interpret-
ed so as to justify that
laxity of discipline so
prevalent in the homes
and churches in these
times when parents—
like old Eli—are de-
stroying their children
by a destructive ten-
derness, and ministers
and bishops buy favor
and popularity—Ilike
the unjust steward—
by telling disloyalists
to sit down quickly
and write four score,
when the scales of
Gospel truth demand a
hundred.

Better bear the ill-
will of children for
a time than by lack
of discipline to help
them on to transgres-
sion and ruin. Alas for that minister who gains to himself
friends by laxity, and gathers numbers by tenderness with
disloyalties. ~

Do good
graciously.

Let young
and old
bear in

mind that

a good act

done ina
rough spirit
may hurt
more than
it heals.

—Taken from The Sword and Trumpet
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