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This story is used by permission of the author. Edna 
(Smith) Ogan has been called “Eddie” ever since she 
can remember. She is a lady, despite what we usually 
think of “Eddie” as being a male name. Eddie and her 
husband Phil live near Colville, Washington. They had 
13 children, 12 of them adopted (several handicapped), 
and were foster parents to 77 others until they let their 
foster license expire in 2002. The purpose of publishing 
this testimony is to remind us as to just exactly what 
true “riches” are.

Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quick’ning powers;

Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.

Look how we grovel here below,
Fond of these trifling toys;

Our souls can neither fly nor go
To reach eternal joys.

In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;

Hosannas languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies.

Dear Lord! and shall we ever live
At this poor dying rate?

Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great!

Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quick’ning powers;

Come, shed abroad the Savior’s love
And that shall kindle ours.

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)









Check this box if you would like 
to opt out of suffering.





I hope, dear lords, that you will not act 
rashly against me. I say this not from deceitful 
motives, but because I do not want you to incriminate 
yourselves by doing me violence. What good is it to 
you to reduce me to this miserable condition? I am 
distressed beyond misery, I am poverty-stricken and 
robbed of my ability to work, beyond what I could 
ever overcome in my lifetime [They had tortured him 
so severely he didn’t think he would ever heal enough 
to be able to work again.] I have been starved so that I 
cannot now eat or drink, and my body is broken. How 
would you like to live for five weeks with only boiled 
water and unflavored bread soup?

I have been lying in the darkness on straw. All this 
would not be possible if God had not given me an 
equal measure of His love. I marvel that I have not 
become confused or insane. I would have frozen if God 
had not strengthened me, for you can well imagine how 
a little bit of hot water will warm one. In addition to 
this, I suffered great torture twice from the executioner, 
who has ruined my hands, unless the Lord heals them. 
I have had enough [torture] to last me the rest of my 
days.

However, I know that God never forsakes me if I suffer 
for the sake of his word. I know full well that I have 
experienced with great pain the Enemy’s temptations 
against you. May God forgive you and all the dear 
people who have falsely accused me before you.2





And the LORD God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the 
LORD God commanded the man, saying, of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the 
field which the LORD God had made. And he said 
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto 
the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent 
said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons.
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Sweetened
by the
Tree

Thomas von Imbroich (1533-1558), also known 
as Thomas the Printer, was a young minister in the 
Anabaptist movement. He had joined the movement 
only about four years before he wrote this letter from 
prison, to his wife.



While in prison, Thomas wrote one of the most widely-
used Anabaptist Confessions of Faith, as well as seven 
letters (of which this is one). He had preached and 
baptized and started churches along the lower Rhine 
River.

Did Thomas know that he would shortly need “the 
tree” to sweeten his 3rd baptism, a beheading? Not long 
after this letter, Thomas joined the ranks of the martyrs, 
on March 5, 1558. He was 25 years old when he ended 
his labors.

Only 25 ...





Eyes on the Prize!
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Won by Conduct







I began to view the small items in a store in a new 
way. A bag of potato chips at $1 may not seem too 
expensive. Surely I can afford a bag of chips! But when 
I realize that buying those chips every day can cost me 
several hundred dollars a year, a bag of chips begins 
to look amazingly overpriced. … How well would 
Starbucks sell their mocha latte if the sign said, “Have 
one each day on your way to work and it will only cost 
you $1,123 a year”?

At some point, money consumed by a steward for 
personal gratification becomes theft.





God is calling us today to more than just well-balanced 
financial lives. Many godless people in our society have 
practical budgets, live disciplined lives, and avoid the 
scourge of consumer debt. In fact, these attributes 
describe most successful people in business. But God is 
calling our families to a higher vision. He is calling us 
to live for His Kingdom and to use the resources He has 
given for His glory.

It is difficult to read the teachings of Jesus with an open 
heart while chained to Bank of America.













Thank you for your support!
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