From the Editor

t work there is this fancy little coffee machine
Athat allows you to make a fresh cup of coffee—

one cup at a time. You can select almost any
flavor you want. You just pick your flavor, put in this little
packet of coffee, and in a minute you have a fresh cup of
coffee.

[ thought the
choices were pret-
ty good to start
with. They have
the normal flavors
like Dark Roast,
Hazelnut, = Morn-
ing Blend, etc. But
lately they have
been adding more
and more exotic
names to the menu.
Flavors like Jet Fuel, Donut Shop, Dark Magic, and
even Dark Magic Decaf (I don’t understand that one).
But what really surprised me a few weeks ago was their
newest “flavor”—Fair Trade.

Now, I actually like the idea of “fair trade products.”
I even like the fact that Green Mountain Coffee Com-
pany was trying to help out these poor Columbian cof-
fee farmers. But somehow I couldn’t help but feel con-
victed—even pathetic—about the choice.

So ... I guess now when I’'m sitting down in my nice
break room enjoying my freshly brewed cup of coffee,
I’'m supposed to choose between coffee with hint of
vanilla, Dark Magic, or helping poor farmers in Cen-
tral America. Looking at the choices, I couldn’t help
but have one of those minutes when you say, “If my
life doesn’t do something to prosper the kingdom of
God more than drinking fair trade coffee in a nice break
room, then I might as well just go ahead and die!”

This very day the Arab world is possibly on the
brink of a massive political and economic revolution.
European countries like Greece and Spain are threat-
ening bankruptcy. Every day, almost 16,000 children
die from hunger-related causes in “third world” coun-
tries—that’s one child every five seconds.

The Bible tells me that the answer to
all the world’s problems—economically,
physically, emotionally, and spiritually—
is Christ. But Christ made it clear that He
needs living vessels to carry out His dream
for the world. That dream or vision is the
kingdom of God. I pray that I won’t let
things like “Fair Trade” coffee inoculate me
from the burden and responsibility of really
making a difference.

In this issue we have quite a few “fla-
vors” of articles, some short, some long;
some “heavy,” and some “light.” The longer articles
touch on the “third baptism” and the long-disputed
question as to why God allows evil in this world. Then
we have a clarification on the topic of legalism, clear-
ing the air as to just exactly what legalism consists of.

In shorter articles, we have touched on what it
means to be rich (in addition, a book review on using
our finances for the kingdom of God), confession of
sins, leaving—and not losing!—our first love, peacock
pride, caring for the elderly, winning an unconverted
spouse by meek conduct ... and more.

Whether your spirit was just birthed anew into the
kingdom of God yesterday or you have been marching
with Christ for many decades, we believe there is nour-
ishment for your inner man in this issue. And that is our
goal, to provoke the saints to “love and good works,”
daily, through The Heartbeat of the Remnant.

~Bro. Dean
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