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Those who want to repent with all their heart 
must first feel genuine remorse for their sins. 

Remorse, however, means first recognizing 
how wrong, evil, harmful, and destructive sins are. 
Otherwise, repentance cannot endure, and still less 
can the sinner receive grace. True remorse follows the 
recognition of sin and is the basis on which people 
feel repugnance and horror of their sin. Yes, they even 
loathe themselves for being guided and controlled by 
sin for so long ...�
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What does the Lord say? ‘No human shall see me 
and live!’ Therefore, when God starts to speak in us, 
something must begin to die. We must hear, see, taste, 
and feel the Lord God in the countenance of Jesus 
Christ. All of this must happen before such construction 
can begin.9 
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Remorse, then, leads to true repentance, and repentance 
means to humble and submit oneself before God, 
to bow down, and to be ashamed because of one’s 
wickedness. This shame brings about a genuine return, 
so that one hastens to God, cries aloud, and prays to 
him for forgiveness and grace.”B
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He has given us a new birth to an 
imperishable hope, grafted us into his 
divine nature, and after we believed the 
gospel, sealed us with his promised 
Spirit. This Spirit now accomplishes 
everything in us, eradicating and 
destroying the sin that we have by 
nature so that what is good, true, and 
holy, which he brings with him and 
plants in us, may take root and bear fruit.5
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Through his actual strength and activity, 
Christ leads us to be partakers of his nature, 
character, and being. … Christ is our righteousness 
and goodness. He is our life; we ourselves do not 
live, but Christ lives in us. Christ is our resurrection, 
our salvation, and our all in all. We also believe that 
Christ’s incarnation means that we can be transformed. 
His suffering and death are salvation and life for us. In 
Christ we truly have everything.=

He [the Holy Spirit] also teaches and guides us, assures 
us that we are children of God, and makes us one with 
him, so that through his work, we are made part of 
the divine nature and character. We experience his 
work within us in truth and power in the renewing of 
our hearts. God be praised! In God we have absolute 
certainty that he has drawn our heart to him and made 
it his dwelling place.7 

Christ is the root and the vine, and we are grafted into 
him through faith. Just as the sap rises from the root 

B� �4������2=�
�� �4������=1�
=� �4������7��
7� �4������7=�

and makes the branch fruitful, so the Spirit of Christ 
rises from the root, Christ, into the branches and twigs, 
to make them all fruitful. The twigs are of the same 
nature as the root and bears its kind of fruit.I

Christ has given us his Spirit, which joyfully and 
without compulsion accomplishes God’s will within 
us.2
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Leaving everything else, we cleave to him and depend 
on him with absolute certainty that we can acknowledge 
that everything we have comes from God. Since God’s 

nature and character is eternal life, he has 
made us partakers and sharers of himself by 
sealing our faith with his Holy Spirit, which 
is the security of our inheritance. Through 
his grace, for which we praise him, we 

experience his works in us, and this makes 
us certain of all his promises.13
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The children of God, however, become his 
children through the unifying Spirit. Thus it is 

evident that the church is gathered through the Holy 
Spirit; the Church has its being, and continues to exist, 
through the Spirit. There are no churches apart from 
those which the Holy Spirit gathers and builds.11

The church of Christ is a pillar and foundation of 
truth and continues to be that. Truth itself is expressed, 
confirmed, and put into action in the church by the 
Holy Spirit. Thus, whoever endures and submits to the 
working of the Spirit of Christ, is a member of this 
church. Whoever does not want this and allows sin to 
rule over them, does not belong to the church.1�
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Those who have been on the mountain with Christ and 
have seen the tabernacle with all its adornments and 
furnishing, they and only they are able to know how to 
do the work to please him whose dwelling it shall be.19

If anyone is to go out [as 
a missionary] for the Lord, 
he must be chosen by the 
Lord and endowed with 
his power; he must feel 
that power working in 
him. Above all, he must 
let the Lord’s power rule 
over him and lead him. 
… Christ will not permit 
a messenger to go out who 
is not first clothed with the 
power of his Spirit. Those 
who feel this power will 
heed the command of their 
Lord, who has sent them.1B
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The Son does what he sees the Father doing. When 
the Son wished to create a new humanity, or to renew 
humanity in the likeness of its Creator, he also wanted 
to do everything in the proper order.1�

Since they cannot preach without first being sent, it 
is certain that God, in giving them his command to 
go out, puts his word in his messengers’ mouths. The 
Lord himself testifies to this when he says, “I have put 
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1�� �4������1I=�

my words in your mouth. I have set you over nations 
and kingdoms, to uproot, pull down, and destroy, and 
then to build and plant anew.” Therefore, all who have 
not been sent have no word from God. They only have 
what they have stolen from the Scriptures or from one 

another. That is the main 
reason God’s commission 
is necessary. It is not 
enough that they were 
sent; they also had to know 
the purpose of being sent, 
and what they had to do. 
Christ commanded them 
to do his work, saying, 
“teach all nations,” and 
“Preach the gospel to every 
creature.”1= 
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Love is Like Fire
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