A book review by David Markwood
Little Flock of Christ, Randolph Center, VT

s we journey through this life
Ahere on earth as pilgrims and

strangers, | find it but a rare
occasion that a book of such spiritual
quality and true Christian illustra-
tion—such as is Only a Servant—
surfaces and finds itself truly af-
fecting the cords of our heart. In
this day and age we greatly lack
examples of what we might call
a biblically “perfect life.” (James
3:2) This little book that I often
hold in my hand and distribute
to others contains one of the
few post-biblical examples of
such a life, a life that I would
deem as perfect in word and
deed. To sum up such a
life, I would simply repeat
the title of this precious
jewel—Only a Servant.

The story takes place in another day, the prein-
dustrial age, in a little Slovakian village, where broken re-
lationships and broken lives intermingle one with another in
broken ways. The story begins with the sudden appearance
of a young and mysterious man whose name is Methodius
Ruzansky. The character of this young man is the captivat-
ing core of this little book. Methodius is a “perfect” Chris-
tian illustration, because his Christianity is fully “missionary
based.” He arrives in this little defunct hamlet with the sole
intention of ushering in redemption. Methodius is truly a
man of the Spirit of God; he so gracefully bears the fruits of
the Spirit: love, joy, peace, LONGSUFFERING, gentleness,

goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance. He
demonstrates a life of
both simplicity and mobil-
ity. He has a single mind
and a single eye. He is full
of the wisdom of God. He in
the truest sense is a mission-
ary, a preacher, a prophet, a
NEIGHBOR. There is no com-
promise in the character and
conversation of this young man.
His personality, his temperament,
his disposition, his faith, his fire:
that this is his very moral fiber is
absolutely inspiring.

The little village and all its diverse
and unique characters in which this
great work of redemption mysteriously
unfolds represent every community in
which we as the children of God live.

A little excerpt on the back of this little
book sums up much: “Several mysteries
are unraveled in this small volume, and Christ is honored.
This story teaches valuable lessons that will challenge ev-
ery serious Christian to evaluate his own role in this world,
whether he himself is indeed only a servant.” I highly rec-
ommend this little book for the purpose of deep inner evalu-
ation and inspiration, as well as for distribution.

Only a Servant, by Kristina Roy, may be purchased from
Rod and Staff Publishers, P.O. Box 3, Crockett, Kentucky
41413. (606) 522-4348
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