Face the Battle Singing!

Lewis Beachey
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Ammonites, the Moabites, and the people of Mount

Seir had ganged together against the children of
Israel. 2 Chronicles 20:3 reads: “And Jehoshaphat
feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed
a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah gathered them-
selves together, to ask help of the Lord ...” They took
this confrontation seriously. Jehoshaphat went into the
house of the Lord, before the new court, to plead with
God for His help. Had not God said that if evil should
come upon them and they came into the sanctuary and
called on Him for help that He would help them?

Jehoshaphat was in sore distress. What to do!? The

Verses 12-20 portray the anguish he finds himself in:
“O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no
might against this great company that cometh against
us, neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon
thee....Then upon Jahaziel ... came the Spirit of the
LORD in the midst of the congregation, ... And he said,
... Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dis-
mayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle
is not yours, but God’s. ... Ye shall not need to fight
in this battle: ... set yourselves, stand ye still, and see
the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Je-
rusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; tomorrow go out
against them: for the LORD will be with you ... And
they rose early in the morning, ... and as they went
forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah,
and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem,; Believe in the LORD
your God, so shall ye be established ....”

Notice what happened next. As they were going out
to the battle, they sang and praised God! Such faith!
The account goes on to say that when they started sing-
ing and praising God, God caused their enemies to fight
against each other, and they were so smitten so that not

one escaped. The children of Israel did not have to do a
thing but simply trust the Lord, then gather up the spoil.

Now, what about us? We do not have the Moabites to
fight against. We do not have swords as our weapons.
Who or what is our enemy?

Peter tells us to be careful and vigilant because the
devil goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour. The devil goes about to destroy and to
kill. We do have an enemy! But do we have such a
faith in our hearts that it causes us to face the battle
singing?

The devil, our enemy, has many tactics he uses to
fight against us. One of them is to instill a false comfort
into our heart. For example: We may be very diligent
about having our regular devotions and prayer (and that
is good), but are the hearts of the fathers toward the
children and the hearts of the children toward the fa-
thers? 1 know of a situation where the children and
the father cannot communicate, but since they are very
serious about having their regular devotions, etc., they
experience a measure of comfort.

But sin can be things we do not call generally call
sin. If I as a father am not drawn to my children, like
Christ is to us, is it not sin? We need to be like Christ;
not be just religious. If we see we have failed, it is not
enough to only admit it, though that is good, but we
need to experience victory in Christ. Jehoshaphat real-
ized he could not stand before his enemies, but what
gave him the victory? Do we experience victory like
Jehoshaphat? Where is victory?

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.” (Eph. 6:12) That is our en-

The Heartbeat of the Remnant * October/November/December 2009



emy—not flesh and blood, like in Old Testament times.
We wrestle against spiritual wickedness.

Our battle is deeper than flesh and blood. There is
a spiritual wickedness involved. Satan comes through
our thoughts, through our flesh, and through our body
that is fallen. Satan tries to stir up the sin that is in our
fallen body. But Paul tells us to mortify our members
that are on the earth. (Col. 3:5) That is our warfare.

Jesus said it is not that which goes into a man that de-
files a man, but that which comes out of our hearts. Bit-
terness and all those things come from within—from
the heart—and we have a battle to wage against the
enemy. This ties in with Ephesians 6:12 concerning

in our experience too? That we have no might? But
Jehoshaphat did not stop there. He says, “But our eyes
are upon thee.” Let us look to God also. Through faith
in the blood of Jesus, we too can experience victory in
our battle against sin—or the spiritual wickedness we
find in our hearts. “Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked.”

What did faith in God cause the children of Israel to
do? It says they sang as they went to battle! Is not
that a beautiful picture of faith? Does our faith in God
cause our hearts to sing, even as we face the battle? Or
do we shrink and cringe in defeat? “And this is the vic-

tory that overcometh the world,

wrestling against principalities,

against powers, against the rul-
ers of darkness of this world, and
against spiritual wickedness in
high places.

To do battle with such an en-
emy, Paul admonishes us to put
on the whole armor of God so we
may be able to withstand against
the wiles of the devil. (Verse 11)

How do we battle with such
an unseen—yet keenly felt—en-

Does our faith
in God cause our
hearts to sing,
even as we face
the battle?

even our faith.” (1 Jn. 5:4) Paul
was told, “My grace is sufficient
for thee.” (2 Co. 12:9)

God has provided us with all
that we need to be more than con-
querors through Him that loved
us. (Ro. 8:37) Not only can we
be conquerors, but our faith in
God can cause us to face the bat-
tle singing, knowing we have the
victory already.

So how is it in our lives? Are

emy?

We are familiar with the rest of the chapter of Ephe-
sians 6. It says we are to have our loins girt with truth,
have the breastplate of righteousness, have our feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, and
“above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”
Such an armory!

But what if we are indifferent? Complacent? Luke-
warm? Do these words give a picture of a man do-
ing battle? What would have happened if Jehoshaphat
had been indifferent and complacent when the enemies
came against him? There would have been no victory!
And neither will we experience victory if we do not
take this spiritual battle seriously.

Let us consider our lives seriously. What are we fight-
ing? How do we think we can quench the fiery darts?
Jehoshaphat was utterly aware that “we have no might
against this great company that cometh against us; nei-
ther know we what to do ...” Do we find it that way

we confessing Christ, yet our
lives deny the power thereof? Like the situation that
was mentioned earlier concerning being religious, yet
the heart of the father was not towards the children, nei-
ther the children’s towards the parents? There was no
communication between them. There was anger and
fear. Through all this time, they claimed to be walking
in faith, yet they were not doing battle with the spiritual
wickedness in their hearts. Faith is not merely a con-
fession. A faith is not a true faith unless it brings forth
fruits: unless there is an overcoming through the blood
of the Lamb.

Where are we in this? Are we merely professing
Christ, yet continuing to live in our lusts (and neglect-
ing the warfare)? Oh, we may not want to go as far as
some people. We surely would not say like “eternal
security” people that you can go to heaven even if you
murder someone (because, according to this doctrine,
you cannot fall away). But just in “small” ways, we al-
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low ourselves to walk in the lusts of our flesh. Do we
easily excuse ourselves and perhaps subconsciously
think, “Yes, it is good to repent, but if you do not,
well, that is okay, too. It does not really matter that
much. After all, I believe Jesus died for me™?

Do we really believe what the Bible teaches? It
says, “For the wages of sin is death ...” (Ro. 8:23)
and, “verily, verily I say unto you, whosoever com-
mitteth sin is the servant of sin.” (John 8:34)

We may truly experience the new birth, but then
it is so easy to get caught up with the cares of life,
riches, wives, farms, and other interests, so that we
soon grow lukewarm. This is a grim state because
we are not serious, and often do not see the need of
repentance, and gradually fall away. But the Lord
can give us victory through Jesus. The Lord fought
for the children of Israel. Christ is the victory that
quenches the fiery darts of Satan for us. If we do not
have this faith that quenches the fiery darts, we are
still in sin’s grip.

Does our faith in the blood of the Lamb cause us to
face the battle singing?

This article is condensed from a message preached by Lewis

Beachey, a minister in the Believers in Christ congregation lo-
cated near Lobelville, TN.
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