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Recently I’ve been reading a lot about approaching
persecution for the church. And almost every
time I see it, the article says something about

preparing ourselves. But what is preparation, anyway?
I think it possible, and perhaps even likely, that per-

secution is coming soon. I’m no prophet, but I do have
ideas of how it will happen. It will not be by denying
God’s existence, as in the Soviet Union. It will not even
be by attacking the name “Christian.” No, if the church
is persecuted, I believe that it will be to force us to stop
proclaiming Christ as the only way to God. Ironically,
it will come from those who worship at the altar of
worldwide tolerance.

We hear much about preparation, and I believe that
is a good thing. But how are we to go about it? Heroic

courage does not drop onto people overnight. When I
read books on writing fiction, they tell me to build char-
acters well, so that their reactions in a crisis make sense.
And that is exactly the way we are in real life. Facing sud-
den danger only reveals courage; it does not create it.

We all have people that we admire. Like our Lord
Himself, praying for His murderers. Our forefathers,
singing in the midst of the fire. And wasn’t the testimony
of the young Moldovan martyr Ivan Moiseyev’s perse-
cutors one that we would all like to have? “He fought
with death; he died hard; but he died a Christian.”

But none of those people became spiritual giants in
minutes. In fact, I have a feeling that the people who
knew them well would have been surprised if they had
acted any other way. Character is a deep, rich fountain
from which springs every action of your life. The people
who know you best could make pretty accurate guesses

on how you would respond if you were the one facing
the stake or river or gun.

That’s why preparation starts now. Here. In the tiny
questions of everyday life, like whether I will read a
profitable book or just a fun one, or what music I listen
to, or how I respond to a veiled insult. If I can’t look
into my friend’s eyes and say, “No,” then what makes
me think I could look into the barrel of a gun and say
the same thing?

We all hope that we could withstand the ultimate test
if we would ever face it. Only the Lord Himself can hold
us steady in a moment like that and keep our faith un-
moved. But in most sudden life-or-death crises, there is
little time to think. Your answer will spring from the
deepest part of who you are. The little decisions that you

are making will shape you into a cowardly hypocrite or
a courageous Christian.

Everyday sacrifice is not glamorous. Nor is it a once-
and-done thing—it stretches on and on, coloring every
part of your life. And a constant, deep walk with God is
not a sudden emotional flight and then silence. It is a
quiet influence that never leaves you. Following Christ
means to taste the very essence of peace and joy, but it
also means to step into the dark unknown when the
world is against you and still cling to faith.

So prepare—prepare by turning the mediocre tests
that you face every day into victories. Press closer to our
God, and although no one else might notice, you will
build a character and a faith that will not desert you in
the hardest of decisions. And if that highest sacrifice is
ever asked of you, your answer will be instinctive...know-
ing that living or dying, we are the Lord’s. �

Facing sudden danger only reveals courage; it does not create it.
...prepare by turning the mediocre tests that you face every day into victories.

...although no one else might notice, you will build a character
and a faith that will not desert you in the hardest of decisions.
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