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Some book topics make quick and easy successes. It
is no mystery why titles such as Your Best Life Now
by Joel Osteen made a quick jump to the top of the

Christian best-seller lists. Tickling ears will always be
popular. Roger Hertzler, on the other hand, has written
a book that probably won’t make the best-seller lists any
time soon. Through the Eye of a Needle is a challenging
book that hits western Christians where it hurts—the ac-
cumulation of wealth.

Basing the title of his book on the challenging words
of Christ, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of
God,” Hertzler’s book touches on areas such as retire-
ment, investment accounts, covetousness, and the whole
idea of “laying up treasures” in general. Hertzler encap-
sulates this doctrine in the simple phrase “the doctrine of
nonaccumulation”.

Right at the outset, let me say that many of our read-
ers will have difficulty with some of the things written
in this book. But even though you may not agree with
every single point, there is no doubt that Hertzler’s words
are much needed in our modern American, materialis-
tic culture.

Two Pillars

Early in the book, Hertzler introduces the founda-
tion of Jesus’ teaching of nonaccumulation by describ-
ing two doctrinal pillars. The first pillar is a bit

controversial. In general, most Americans would prob-
ably say it’s OK to have “treasures” on this earth, as
long as your heart is not in them. Hertzler argues that
this thinking is completely backward. He quotes Jesus’
words from the Sermon on the Mount, “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures on earth” (Matt 6:19). In much the
same practical way that the Anabaptists would view
the Sermon on the Mount teachings on war and di-
vorce, Hertzler argues that Jesus’ teaching is much
more than just an attitude. He argues that regardless
of whether we think our heart is in our treasures or
not, Jesus simply tells us not to have “treasures”,
whether they be bank accounts, investments, proper-
ties, or a bunch of excess stuff.

The second pillar is perhaps even more controver-
sial. Hertzler quotes Jesus’ words, “Sell that ye have, and
give alms.”What makes this verse so controversial is that
Hertzler reminds the reader that in this passage, Jesus is
not speaking to the rich young ruler, but to his disciples.

“But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all
these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, lit-
tle flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. Sell that ye have, and give
alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old,
a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where
no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also” (Luke 12:31-34).
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Further into the book, Hertzler does not just leave
the reader with negative overtones and guilt trips. One of
the most refreshing things about the book is his excite-
ment over our “investment opportunities“ in the heav-
enly bank account. Following up Jesus’ words about not
storing up treasures on earth, Hertzler emphasizes that
Jesus went on to say, ‘But lay up for yourselves treasures
in Heaven.” Hertzler says, “In today’s terminology, then,
He is telling us to accumulate wealth in Heaven, to invest
in Heaven, to save for retirement in Heaven. He is telling
us, in essence, to make investments in Heaven in much
the same way that people of this worldmake investments
on earth. But how do we do this? What do we physically
have to do to lay up treasure in Heaven? Luke 12:33 gives
us the answer. ‘Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide
yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heav-
ens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither
moth corrupteth.’ So it’s by giving alms that we canmake
a real investment in a real place called Heaven! And this
investment is totally secure from all the problems
(thieves, rust, recessions, inflation, and stockmarket cor-
rections) associated with earthly investments! What’s
more, the rate of return is far better than that which any
mutual fund manager has ever been able to consistently
produce (‘a hundredfold’ according toMatthew 19:29).”

The challenging thing about Hertzler’s positive at-
titude is that he tells us that simply being “poor” in it-
self is not enough. There are plenty of self-righteous
poor people in religious circles. He goes on to say that
the positive part of this command is very important.
Hertzler writes,

The doctrine of nonaccumulation, therefore,
meansmore than simply“don’t accumulate.” It
also means, according to Luke 12:33, that we
are to practice lavish generosity. There are
many people who don’t accumulate earthly
wealth, but at the same time do not really

practice biblical nonaccumulation. Perhaps
because of either laziness or else excessive
spending, they simply do not have any re-
sources available to accumulate. Maybe they
have even read Jesus’ command not to lay up
treasures on earth, and in response have cut
back on their work, or have started to live in
luxury, or have otherwise begun to squander
those funds that they formerly had been put-
ting into a savings account each month. In
other words, they have stopped laying up
treasures on earth, but have not started laying
up treasures in Heaven. They simply are not
laying up treasures anywhere.

Ouch!
Hertzler proceeds from the teachings of Christ up

through the Apostles, and then on into Acts and other
related passages of Scripture to support his view. Further,
he trails through church history, quoting many early
Moravians, Anabaptists, and other committed Christians
who also embraced this doctrine.

Concluding the book, Hertzler portrays an imagi-
nary scenario entitled “Frank the Wise Investor.” In this
scenario, it is 1986 and Frank has invested in a new little
company called Microsoft. He shows how Frank spends
all his life saving his pennies to invest everything he
could into his account. Some evenmade fun of how hard
he worked, and how frugal he was, putting all his money
away in that little account. Finally, at the end of his life,
Frank was one of the wealthiest men in the world. Every-
one nodded their head in agreement and said, “Frank
was a wise investor.” Completing the analogy, Hertzler
lays the question to us from a heavenly perspective, ask-
ing the fundamental question that I think sums up the
heart of this book:

“Are we ‘wise investors’ in God’s account?”
�
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