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The moving of the Spirit in revival
has been preceded by many prayers
from burdened Christians across the

Church. There are anxious souls who have
prayed long for revival in our time. 

Some of these have revealed in tears
how they had hoped almost against hope
that they might witness mass revival. May
the Lord bless and renew all those prayer
warriors who are holding on to God for a
mighty revival in our time which will
sweep the unsaved into the Kingdom and
restore or renew those whose first love
has been lost. 

But there is need also for caution.
It has been rightly said that re-

vivals are dangerous. To deny this is an
extreme position as also it is to refuse
to recognize the good. For example, there
is danger that revival will create or in-
tensify division. The revivals of the
last two hundred years, though great
sources of blessings, were divisive...but
who would therefore conclude that re-
vivals like these of the past were not
needed? The churches at that time were
due a mighty shaking. Some were willing
for it. Others were not. Division was the
result. 

We can learn something from the past
with respects to this by avoiding any un-
necessary occasion for offense, though we
dare not compromise truth to satisfy car-
nal men. 

There is the danger of excess and
extreme, both in word and in act. The
evangelized individual, however much he
may need to be moved out of his
lethargy and indifference, must experi-
ence the stabilizing effect of the

truth of God’s Word to hold and to de-
liver him from fanaticism with its un-
justified judgments upon others.

There is danger too that revivalists
may minimize the place and importance of
other agencies or offices in the church.
We must remember that God has distributed
gifts not all of which are alike. Each is
important in relation to the other, as
are the parts of the human body. For ex-
ample, the pastor who shepherds and feeds
the flock is filling a place in the
church which is second to none. 

Revival may lead out into an emo-
tional stream in which there are no
doctrinal moorings. This is not true
revival. The experiences of men must be
rooted in the Word of God. When we come
back to the doctrine of the Word, we
have had revival. The biblical revivals
confirm this. 

Perhaps the greatest of all dangers
is that of a sleeping church which re-
fuses to be aroused. There is the type of
individual that demands that every “i”
should be dotted and every “t” crossed.
A s long as men are connected with revival
there will be imperfections. Wisdom and
grace are needed from God that pitfalls
can be avoided and dangers overcome.

We should pray unitedly that God
would send us this kind of revival that
we need, even if not according to our
specifications. It would seem that such a
revival would result in uniting the
church, not only each to the other but
altogether to the Word both written and
living. God alone knows what power would
be demonstrated among us even yet.
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