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Iappreciate opening in song. It takes awhile
to forget the world, and get past all the dis-
tractions of the morning; to put our

thoughts on God. If you think about it in terms
of the Old Testament Temple, it takes awhile to
move from the busy-ness of the Temple court to
the Holy Place. From the sunlight to the candle
light; and singing is like letting your eyes
adjust. There is the shewbread, the lamp stand,
the altar of incense. We wait for our high priest,
the Holy Spirit. 

I cannot think of a better way to spend the first
few hours of my 50th birthday, than to be here. But
I have not been up here before. Am I prepared for
this? No. I’d say that I respect the gift that God has
given to those who come up here week after week.
Praise God, I am thankful for you.

Yes, there is a certain amount of fear inside
of me. The enemy has been attacking and it
feels like an ambush. Like that valley men-
tioned last week, with the enemy up in the
heights. But I have been encouraged, and by
God’s grace I am going to move forward
against the enemy and his lies.

As I pondered about what to say in these
few minutes, I considered the messages of the

last Lord’s Day. I considered where we are as a
new fellowship. I considered the flow of things
here, and it seemed best to step back a bit and
look at ourselves and our situation. As we hear
sometimes, this message is for me.

We are all on a road. We are all on a spiritu-
al journey. Here is where we are, from God’s
point of view. He knows exactly where we are.
Here is where we should be, which may be dif-
ferent for each of us. But the problem can be
that this is where we think we are.

When we think we are closer to the goal God
has for us now, we don’t press forward. We
become complacent—until God speaks to us,
sometimes through a series of meetings or a
message, sometimes just being alone with God.
And we see ourselves more like He sees us. And
we sense the gulf between where we really are
and where we should be.

I ask the question, “Have we been too com-
fortable”, or “Have we been too distracted to
see where we are”, “Are we alert, are we aware
of what is going on”? Please turn to 1 Peter 5:8.
There is another reason we are hindered. “Be
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
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whom he may devour....” The title of this mes-
sage is “A Spiritual Defense Condition”.

Most of us are far removed from the mili-
tary. We ourselves have never been involved in
it. We don’t have relatives who are either. It is
far from our thinking. Some here have been
involved and have come to repudiate, to push
off, what the military stands for; power & might
in this world. 

Yes, we understand the role of civil govern-
ment in restraining unregenerate man. Yet we
recognize, as regenerated members of God’s
family that this world is in between two pow-
ers; God & Satan. There is a spiritual battle
going on.

Since World War II, our military has devel-
oped a way of classifying readiness for war. It is
called the Defense Readiness Condition, or
DEFense CONdition, abbreviated DEFCON.
And there are 5 levels:

5 Normal peacetime readiness. These are their
terms, I’ll call this level “Relaxed”.

4 Normal but increased intelligence and secu-
rity. “Awareness”.

3 Increase in force readiness above normal
readiness. “Be careful”.

2 Further increase in force readiness, but less
than maximum readiness. “Watch out”. And

there may be battles at this point also.
1 Maximum force readiness. “All out war”

I thought of this example of these levels:
• You are driving into some state park—con-

dition 5, relaxed.
• The welcoming ranger that gives you a pass

says to be aware of the bears in the park—
condition 4, awareness.

• You set up a tent somewhere in the state
park and a ranger stops by and says “be
careful, there are bears in the area”—condi-
tion 3, be careful.

• You wake up in the night and hear a bear
outside your tent—condition 2, watch out.

• The bear is looking at you through the door
of the tent—condition 1, all out war.

To give you some real military examples of
these levels:

• The United States was at DEFCON 4
throughout most of the Cold War, that open
rivalry that developed between the United
States and its allies and the Soviet Union
and its allies. Be aware of the bears.

• The military was at DEFCON 3 during the
Middle East War in 1973, also called the
Yom Kippur War, when the Soviet Union
threatened to take the side of the Arabs
against Israel. DEFCON 3 was also declared
following the September 11 attacks, for a
time. There are bears in the area.

• The military was at DEFCON 2 for most all of
the Cuban Missile Crisis, that tense confronta-
tion between the United States and Soviet
Union over their nuclear missiles in Cuba,
aimed at us. There is a bear outside the tent.

• In 1969, during the Vietnam War, the United
States attempted to bluff the Communists in
North Vietnam by briefly declaring DEF-
CON 1. Nuclear forces were put into readi-
ness. Nuclear-armed bombers circled over
North Vietnam. As far as the crew in those
planes knew, they were going to drop
bombs at any moment. For Vietnam, the
bear was looking at them.

Do we know that there is a war? Do we know
what our spiritual defense condition should be?
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Aug. 7, 1990, Operation Desert Shield began
in order to deal with an aggressive Iraq. A few
days earlier Iraq had taken Kuwait by force.
The US military was sent to be a deterrent to
Iraq and to protect Saudi Arabia. But there was
not open conflict. Wednesday, Jan. 16, 1991, I
went to work. A meeting that included Air
Force officers from the Military Airlift
Command was taking place that day at our
offices. I wasn’t part of that meeting, but it was
my turn to answer the phone for our group and
I took a call from an Air Force General and he
asked in a polite, calm manner to speak to
another officer he knew was at that meeting. I
knew this was an important meeting, but I did
one of those things that you realize after the
words come out, “oh, why did I say that to a
general”? I said “I’m sorry, he’s in a meeting.
May I take a message?” He repeated his request
in a very calm way, but I understood—“go get
him”. I made sure that the officer took the call.
I was use to working with this officer, and as he
talked to this general, he turned and looked at
me. I thought his
expression was dif-
ferent, but I went
back to my work. All
the military people
left the meeting a
couple of minutes
later—unusual, but
not too odd. I went
home to my family
with no concerns.

The next day,
Thursday, Jan. 17, I
went through my
normal work duties.
Later that day
President Bush
announced that
Operation Desert
Storm had begun;
war had been
declared on Iraq. I got
a prickly feeling when
I thought about that
call the day before.
Later I learned that
the United States Joint

Chiefs of Staff had declared Defense Condition
2, probably shortly before that phone call. And
that general was calling all Military Airlift
Command personnel back to headquarters for
war. But I was not part of the military and was
not told. I was a civilian. I did not have any need
to know, I was not part of the war. I didn’t need
to increase my readiness. 

Do we understand the spiritual application?
Are we looking at this war between Satan and
God as an observer? “Oh, I’m just a civilian”. “I
come here because I enjoy the atmosphere.” “I
come here because I have some needs.” And we
all do. But where is our focus, on ourselves?
“I’m busy with work.” “I just take care of the
home and raise children.” “I’m not a mission-
ary.” “I’m not really part of the war.” Oh?

Sometimes a whole county can be caught off
guard; their defense condition is not high
enough. Pearl Harbor was a shock to our coun-
try in World War II.

That World War has some lessons for us.
Let’s look at the Pacific region for a minute.

Each war has objec-
tives, strategies, and
tactics. Down at the
lowest level, tactics
are the plans to use
certain aircraft and
kinds of ships in cer-
tain situations. At the
highest level objec-
tives are the vision.
The Allied vision
was “we are going to
take Japan”, the evil
empire. For us this
would be the gates of
Hell, and Satan and
his army.

A strategy is the
method to obtain the
objective. The Allies
knew that the mili-

tary on the mainland
of Japan was too dif-
ficult to attack from a
distance. And Japan
was increasing it’s
dominion over the
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Do we understand the spiritual
application? Are we looking at
this war between Satan and

God as an observer?



Pacific, taking island after island. The first part
of the strategy was to contain Japan from
advancing to their next targets of Australia and
the Aleutian Islands off of Alaska. The second
part of the strategy was to slowly take territo-
ry back. This was done by capturing key
islands on the way back toward Japan, the
objective. Once this was done, the Allies could
get within range of the island of Japan and
more easily weaken their military, and also
weaken the leaders resolve to continue the
war. Please understand that this in an earthly
example of warfare, we believe in battling
through prayer. But Satan has his own objec-
tives, strategies and tactics.

You can turn this whole picture around and
look at this island of Japan as an individual
being attacked by the enemy. Now we are
Japan, and Satan is coming after us. The islands

being the territory Satan battles over, some-
times taking ground, sometimes losing. Or
smaller churches could be viewed as islands in
Satan’s war on a movement. Are we being alert?

Does our enemy contain us from advancing?
Does he keep us too busy? Too complacent? Too
fascinated with the world? Is he taking an
island or two from us?

It is important to note that the military does
not panic when the defense condition goes up.
It just carries on with the plan. Neither should
we falter and panic if Satan gains some ground.
Carry on with the plan. Put our trust in God’s
wisdom and strength, obey Him and PRAY.
Ground taken can be retaken. But we have to be
aware; this is a war with real casualties.

In the military when the defense condition
goes up, they move forward under the direction
of their leaders.

In a war;
• the military strength (which is under con-

trol) is directed toward the enemy,
• the soldiers encourage each other, and 
• the leaders press for victory. 

As one general from World War II said to
those in the military, “Yours is the profession of
arms, the will to win, the sure knowledge that
in war there is no substitute for victory, that if
you lose, the Nation will be destroyed...” I need
to see this for my family, and we need to see this
for our fellowship. 

Do we see ourselves as civilians; not
involved in the war? Older men, younger men,
how do we view the spiritual war we are in?
What defense condition should we be at in our
homes and in our fellowship? Are we aware; are
we training for the battle? 

I’m not sure how to balance this. We don’t
want to focus on Satan, there is a bigger goal—
the proclaiming of the Good News of Jesus
Christ. We don’t want to have an overpowering
fear of him. Philippians 1:27-28a, “Only let your
conversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else
be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel; And in noth-
ing terrified by your adversaries...” 

But view this as a call to awareness, to eval-
uate our own defense condition. What Defense
Condition should we declare, individually and
as a fellowship? 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigi-
lant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour...” This applies to individuals,
families, fellowships, movements, any collec-
tion of God’s people. Our Lord Jesus, who is
our great example and pattern, was not afraid
of Satan, but He was aware of him. May we be
the same, and not let Satan be a hindrance to
our progress.

It is my desire to see every one of us moving
forward on this spiritual road, unhindered by
this enemy.   ❏
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...View this as a call to aware-
ness, to evaluate our own defense
condition... Our Lord Jesus, who is

our great example and pattern,
was not afraid of Satan, but He
was aware of him. May we be

the same, and not let Satan be a
hindrance to our progress.


