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life, that subject which is paramount, and is

most awkwardly performed, is undoubtedly
prayer. There are certainly multitudes of excellent
books and even tapes that tell of the need for and
the working out of prayer. In this article, 1 would
like to cover the discipline of prayer from the
aspect of difficulties in prayer, and there are many
that we could cover. If there is any honesty
amongst us, we all have difficulties in prayer. For
some of us the difficulties seem so insurmountable,
and so entrenched that we have either given up or
almost given up in prayer. This then is a subject
that all of us can take heed to and find refresh-
ment from.

The Of ficuty in Grera

I n considering the disciplines of the Christian

Prayer is often hard. Sometimes it is impossi-
ble. There are many times when the heavens are as
brass and the earth is as iron, and it just seems
your strength is being spent in vain. At times it
seems your prayers don't even get to the ceiling, let
alone get past it! Why? | wish to answer that

/4

Df ficuties
N
Prayer

by Mathew Hinkle

question more specifically as the article progresses,
but in general terms, there are some principles
that must first be understood. We must under-
stand that prayer is warfare. We are beset with
many enemies. One of the greatest enemies is
yourself. Self does not want to pray. It is odious to
the flesh to get up early in the morning, get
uncomfortably on one’s knees, and talk into the
air to someone that you cannot even see, and
expect something to happen from such a dreadful
waste of time! Self can think (and does remind
you!) of so many “better” things you could be
doing with this time—Iike sleeping for instance!
Satan and the hosts of hell are also direct adver-
saries to your praying. |If it is true what Cooper
wrote, “And Satan trembles when he sees, the
weakest saint upon his knees”, and if it is true that
Satan will oppose everything that God loves (and
God loves it when His people pray), then he will
certainly oppose with all his vigor anyone who sets
himself to pray. Prayer is hard. Prayer is work.
Prayer is battle. There are innumerable distrac-
tions. Feelings, slothfulness, and unbelief greatly
get in the way. The black night of unanswered
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prayer closes in with a darkness that can be felt.
Aye, prayer is battle. But as this article progress-
es, | would like to give you some very practical
help.

The Dfficulty of Gondenmati on

Sometimes prayer is hard for you. The heav-
ens seem to be as brass, and the earth as iron. You
are seemingly getting nowhere, and perhaps this
condition has gone on for days or weeks. Either
gradually or suddenly the thought is presented
that God must be hiding His face from you because
of a secret sin in your life. You know that God does
not hear sinners, and so you go on under increas-
ing oppression and condemnation, looking for the
hidden sin. Your spiritual life will get more and
more confused, if you continue to follow this
thought pattern. Yes, it is true that sin will block
communion with God. But let us be very practical.
Any decent earthly father is going to be quite
ready to point out any misdoing in the life of a
child of his. How much more righteous is God,
our heavenly Father? He does not play hide-and-
go-seek with His children. If sin has come into
your life, the Holy Spirit will be a swift witness of
exactly what it is. Satanic condemnation is always
vague—he is the accuser of the brethren. Satan
operates in hiding things—darkness and shadow.
God is specific and offers hope—He shines light.
For the open and seeking heart, He will plainly
and quickly show any sin.

The Df ficdty of Fedings

This is undoubtedly the area where the great-
est errors are committed, and where the need is
greatest for clear teaching. One of the basic prin-
ciples of prayer is that when we pray, we are com-
ing to an intelligent Being Who does hear our
every desire whether whispered or not, and Who
desires our fellowship, friendship and worship
through the means of prayer. Although prayer is
certainly a two-way exchange of communication
and mutual love, we like to try to confine the infi-
nite God to our finite understanding. \We expect
God to communicate with us according to our pre-
conceived notions. Thus there are times when we

go to prayer and find no sensibility of God, no per-
ception of His presence. We become troubled
because God is not “hearing” and communicating
according to our ideas of how He should. We do
not feel God’s presence. Many say, “When 1 first
started walking with the Lord, it was easy to pray.
| felt God’s presence near.” Amen! And so it is at
times! But consider when you first started after
God, you were a baby. God’s grace was enswad-
dling you and protecting you, and, oh, the feelings
were so grand! Should you stay a baby though?
God has to put you through special training to
toughen you up and teach you to walk by faith
and trust Him. Many Christians are fair weather
pray-ers. We forget that we are to pray by faith,
not by feelings. The promises of God and His
divine, omnipotent, omniscient power do not at all
depend on how you feel. Jesus never said, “Ask,
and if your feelings are right, it shall be given unto
you. Seek, only when you are sensible of My pres-
ence, and you shall find. Knock when conditions
seem right, and the door shall be opened unto
you.” We know that this mentality is absolute rub-
bish, and yet that is the subconscious attitude
most of us have towards prayer.

The Df fialty d
DO scour agenent

Faith is the great root of the issue of prayer. If
faith is to dry up or receive a mortal sickness, the
whole plant of prayer will wither. It is no wonder
then that Satan in this warfare tries desperately to
undermine faith in prayer. Discouragement is his
primary weapon. There are many varieties of dis-
couragements. One of the simplest and most com-
mon modes of discouragement is that feeling that
you are not getting anywhere. You know the feel-
ing. You are trying to pray, but it just seems your
thoughts are wandering, your emotions aren’t real-
ly engaged, your prayers are dry and formal. Then
the thought comes, “I'm not getting anywhere. |
ought to just give up.” On what basis do you
believe you are not getting anywhere? On the
basis of feelings, of course. Faith knows different-
ly! Faith knows that God Almighty does indeed
hear even these distracted prayers, and faith
knows that these distractions are a part of the real,
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practical prayer warfare that every Christian must
undergo. So, will you succumb in the hour of war-
fare? Where do the suggestions come from anyway
that you ought to just give up? Does God give out
suggestions like that? When any form of discour-
agement comes in prayer or any suggestion that
you ought to just give up, look behind the mask,
and you will smell the sulphurous breath of hell.
God the Lord encourages you to pray and wants
you to pray, even if it seems feeble to you. The
grace of prayer is a grace to be improved and
learned only by being exercised in it. Don't expect
to know it all overnight. You have many real bat-
tles to fight after the manner that the songwriter
wrote about:

My flesh is tired of seeking God,

But on my knees I'll stay.
| want to be a pleasing child,
Until that final day.

My mind is full of many thoughts,
That flutter and confuse.

But standing firm, 1 will prevail,
In faith that I’ll be used.

The Df fiadty
of Unanswered Prayer

Discouragement can come in the form of not
seeing answers to our prayers, and subtly wonder-
ing if prayer really “works.” Again, so much of this
problem is in our preconceived ideas of how God
should answer a prayer. When we pray we natu-
rally think of several ways that God could answer
our prayer, and when the infinite God refuses to be
bound by our finiteness, we become discouraged.
God does answer, but usually not as we think He
will. The wheels of His providence must grind on
as He sees fit (Ezekiel 1). And please keep in mind
that “no” or “not yet” are just as much answers to
prayer as “yes.” So often we cannot see the forest
for the trees in the matter of answers to prayer.
God almost invariably works by very natural, nor-
mal means to bring about answers to prayer. Our
faith needs to be built up by knowing the Bible,
knowing the God of the Bible, and by prayers that
are formed and informed by the promises and rev-
elation of God’s Word. On the mental side, we

need to cultivate the grace of perseverance.
Perseverance, tenacity, determination, and persist-
ence are rare Christian virtues. These virtues are
crucial in fighting the call to “retreat” by “just giv-
ing up because you aren’t getting anywhere.” In
Luke 18:1-7, in Habakkuk 1, and 2:1-3, in Elijah’s
praying for rain on Mt. Carmel, in Jacob’s
wrestling, and in so many other promises and
examples, we are taught the need of persistence in
prayer. God must providentially arrange things for
what is best for His kingdom and government.
Allow him His time to work, but while waiting,
always pray and do not faint. The one who is walk-
ing by faith does not need the “sign” of a thrill or
a feeling or a voice in order to continue. There is
a sure expectation that God has heard my petition
and will reveal it all in His time.

The Df fiadty
d the Thought Life

Certainly our thought life is one of the great
arenas of real battle in prayer. We have already
discussed the condemnation and discouragement
that often come along when one wants to pray.
But there are other areas where Satan tries to
actively hinder God’s people. Anyone who will
pray will face multitudes of distractions both from
within and without. It is so amazing how many
things you can think of that you need to do when
you are in prayer. Why did those things not come
up before? Wandering thoughts, telephones ring-
ing, that very important project that clamors for
attention now, even the solution to a problem that
you have long pondered, these all work together to
distract you from prayer. Another trick of Satan is
to bring up some vile, obnoxious thought either
from your past, or from the air, and then accuse
you with, “How can you come to God when you
think such vile thoughts?” | remember reading a
godly Puritan (Baxter or Rutherford) describing
how Satan would come to them in prayer with
evil, lustful thoughts that they had never taken
part in—all to distract from prayer. Satan has no
new tricks! All these objects and many more are
to hinder you in prayer and cause you to give up.
It requires discipline, but you must simply condi-
tion yourself to focus on the “better part” and just
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push away all such suggestions. If you find your
mind has wandered and you do not know what has
happened to the last 15 minutes, just start up
where you left off and keep on going. A prayer list
is an excellent tool to help keep your mind
focused.

God is looking for those who will trust and
obey, and who will put aside all such satanic
thoughts and get to the business of prayer.

The Df ficulty of |ndependence

Finally, there is this very subtle difficulty that
keeps us from getting to prayer in the first place.
For so many of us, we have not come to the end of
ourselves, and we are still very independent and
think we can take care of things ourselves. Often,
we only need to come to God for really big items,
or to have Him put his seal of approval on what we
want. Prayer is the language of dependence.
Prayer is the language of inability. Prayer is the
language of emptiness. Lack of prayer is the oppo-
site—it speaks of my fullness; my ability, and my
self-sufficiency. The more we see our need and
our inability, the more we will go to God’s infinite
storehouse of grace and power and appropriate
what we need from Him—in prayer. How do | deal
with this? The answer is quite simple but long and
difficult in working out. Ask God to break your
independence and self-sufficiency. He will do it,
but it will be very unpleasant on the flesh, as you
start to see things in your life spin out of your con-
trol in order to force you to God, and to train you
that all you ever needed could be only found in
Him anyway!

Goncl usi on

I would like to try to bring all of these thoughts
together by means of a practical, living example.
In the early 1800’s, the minister of the Second
Congregational Church of Portland, Maine was a
man named Edward Payson. He has come down to
us with the nickname of “Praying Payson.” In his
life, he gave himself uncommonly to fasting and
prayer, so that he literally did wear grooves in the
wooden floor by his bed from his much praying.
He was also someone that God used to bring

revival to his church and area! Payson’s journals
are marvelous to read, because they show the real-
life struggles that we seldom read of in polished
biographies. They show that this “prayer warrior”
was a struggling soul just like you and I. For your
encouragement, here are just a few entries from
his journal relating to prayer:

February 26, 1806: | drag along without advanc-
ing. O, how disproportionate are my endeavors to the
mighty prize for which | contend.

February 28, 1806: Resolved to spend this day in
fasting and prayer. Did so, but found no relief. Was
astonishingly dead and wandering. In reading Mr.
Brainerd’s life, | seemed to feel a most ardent desire
after some portion of his spirit; but, when | attempted
to pray, it vanished. I could not even mourn over my
coldness.

August 4, 1806: Rose with the impression that all
| had formerly experienced was a delusion, and that |
was still an enemy to God. Was enabled to go to Jesus,
and plead earnestly for mercy, not for my own sake,
but for His. | seem determined, if I must perish, to
perish at His feet; but perhaps | was deceived.
However, my hopes began to revive. In the evening,
foolishly went into company, and had no time for
prayer.

June 17, 1807: Had some life this morning, but
was harassed with wandering thoughts. Seemed to
myself more vile than any other creature existing.

Such are only a few samples of the reality of
those who would battle in prayer. It is not nearly
so glamorous nor smooth as many books and sem-
inars would make it to be. In our desire to stir
souls up to pray, do we perhaps set up an artificial
and unreal image of prayer? Earlier in this article,
| had written about the rare Christian grace of per-
severance. Payson had that, so that he kept on in
prayer no matter how awful the battle was—and
some of these journal entries are awful! And, in
truth, there are also many entries that tell a com-
pletely different picture. God did favor him at
times with seasons of refreshment to his soul. And
so the Lord will do for all who will call upon Him.
Will you call upon Him? Will you enlist in this
terrible struggle and start pulling down the strong-
holds of unbelief, walking by feelings, discourage-
ment, and distractions in your prayer life? 1
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The
Sacrifice
of a
Living Son

by Gerald Nolt

Ephrata, PA when God blessed my wife and

me with our first child, a son. We were very
happy. He was a healthy child and my wife, Joan,
was doing fine. | felt like a very blessed man to
have a son of my own. | was thanking God for him
every day and asking God for wisdom to raise him
in the fear of the Lord. | was thinking of all the
good times we would spend together, wondering
whether God would give him a family of his own,
and how great it would be when he brought his
family home. After all, God would want our fami-
ly to be close and live close together just like the
ideal family. Why should ours be any different?

When our son was about 6 months old, he got
very sick after his immunization shots at the doc-
tor. His fever was very high, and as a father, my
heart pitied him and wanted to take the pain for
him. That night as | was rocking him and trying to
comfort him, he fell asleep. As | gazed upon him,
God started asking me questions about my dreams
for his life. What would | do if He took my son
home to heaven as a young child? Would | be able
to accept it as God’s will? If God wanted to send
him to a foreign field to be a missionary, would |
let him go? | thought, “God, you ask hard ques-
tions. Yes, of course, | would let him go if you keep
him safe.” But God would not let me go with that
thought. He kept pressing the question deeper.
Would 1 let him go knowing that | may never see
him again? | soon realized God was truly asking me
to let go of my dreams in place of His will for my
son’s life. | sat for hours pondering what God was
asking, and slowly my dreams gave way to His will.
| bowed my head and said, “God, | see now that
He is yours and You have given him to us to raise
for Your service, and, yes, may Your will be done in
his life.

A few months ago, a brother gave a children’s
lesson at church. He told a story about a family
taking a very dangerous trip to visit a mission
orphanage high in the mountains. The family was
very excited about the trip, and they were looking
forward to being a blessing to the mission staff and
children. It had rained the night before so the road
was very slippery. They soon realized the road was
hardly fit to travel. Then they came to a place very
narrow and steep with a cliff on one side and a
steep drop off on the other. They felt they could

February 8, 1977, was a very cold day in
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not make it. The father led his family in prayer and
asked for God’s protection and that His will would
be done. After the prayer, the driver slowly started
moving ahead when they felt the vehicle slipping.
This is the end of the story. We do not have a con-
clusion. Did they get to the orphanage safe or did
they plunge to their deaths? In our minds we need
to know. But his point in the lesson was that
God’s will was done. That was their prayer.

As | listened to this lesson, my mind was
drawn to the time in the rocking chair with a sick
child, pondering the faith that Abraham had when
God asked him to sacrifice his son, Isaac. And God
said, “Abraham, take now thy son thine only son,
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee to the land of
Moriah and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. And
Abraham rose up early in the morning” Gen. 22:2-3.
We have read this account many times and yet, do
we consider the heart cry that must have been in
Abraham’s heart? After God gave him His com-
mand, we have no words of Abraham trying to
deal with God. It was just a simple obedience
because it reads he rose up early to obey God. And
when his son said, “Father, we have the wood and
the fire, but where is the lamb for the offering?”,
Abraham said,” My son, God will provide Himself
a lamb for a burnt offering.” 1 do not know if
Abraham thought God would bring Isaac back to
life or provide another offering before He took
Isaac’s life. We will never know. Abraham believed
that the most important thing was that God’s will
was done. Jesus taught us to pray that God’s will
would be done in earth as it is done in heaven. |
believe God’s will is always done in heaven and
His desire is to have His will done at all times on
earth. As I laid the sleeping child upon his bed, I
fell on my knees and said, “God give me the faith
like Abraham had. | do not give only this child,
but all the children You bless us with, for Your
service to use any way You desire. Little did I know
what all this would mean and include.

By the time our oldest son Daryl was ten, God
had burdened his heart to be a missionary in
Africa. Every elective he took in school had to
meet the test whether it could be used on the mis-
sion field. As a father, I wondered how God was
going to work all this out because we knew of no
mission organization that we could give our bless-

ing to, that would send him. So you can imagine
our joy when after attending Charity Christian
Fellowship for a few months, we learned they were
starting a mission in Ghana, West Africa. Was this
God’s answer to our long unanswered question?
During this time, we felt like a Hannah preparing
a son for the Lord’s work.

In January 1998, our son Daryl and his wife
Rebekah left for Ghana, West Africa. They left a
few weeks after their wedding to do the work that
God had called them to do. We have had many
people ask us hard questions about their future.
“How can you do this knowing that it is not safe
over in those countries?” “What if something hap-
pened to them, wouldn’t you carry the blame for-
ever?” Brothers, sisters, | share all this to make a
point. No, it is not easy to see your son and his
wife leave, not knowing if you will ever see each
other again. No, it is not easy, knowing that you
will not see your grandchildren for years at a time.
When you get a report that one of the family is
very sick and you wish you could run to their aid
but cannot, it gives you a helpless feeling. It is
then I remember my rocking chair experience with
my sick son and fall on my face, and once again
make the trip to Mount Moriah and lay my son
and his family upon the altar of sacrifice to God. It
is then that | do as Abraham did and agree with
God that His will should be done on earth as it is
in heaven, not knowing the end. God has taught
me that | do not need to know the end to be at
peace.

| believe God’s desire is for us to give our chil-
dren back to Him with no strings attached and not
to question God if He takes our children to be
with Him, or if He permits them to suffer for His
sake. We need to teach our children very early in
life that we are not our own but that we belong to
God, and He can do with us as He pleases. |
believe many more would be willing to go to the
mission field, but we as parents hold them back by
not giving our fullest blessing. We say things like,
“Oh, you may go, but we were hoping you would
stay close to home”, or “We were hoping you
would take over the family business so Dad can
retire”, or “Who is going to take care of us when
we get old?” We tell them, “God can find someone
else to go.” Each generation keeps the next from

continued on page 18
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Sharpened Words

for
Little Ones

Dear parents,
) s J ust as the craftsman picks up his tools to make a

s
! s fine piece of furniture, so the godly father picks

b life into a servant of the living God. There is a sober,

up the Word of God to make and mold a young

deep felt joy and satisfaction in the heart of the craftsman

as he carefully works toward the finished product. He knows

where he is going, and he knows how to get there. This kind of wisdom is

available to the father who becomes a student of the Word, a student of teaching, and a student
of his children.

When God commanded Moses to build the tabernacle in the wilderness, He also gave spiritu-
al abilities to men so that the construction would be according to the pattern given to Moses in
the mount. | see this as a principle that proves itself over and over in the Bible. The Spirit of God
was brooding over these craftsmen to aid them in fulfilling the will of God.

Fathers, God is there with you, when you sit down before your children. Pick up the tools with
your hands and open it, and begin to speak. He will help you mold the young lives, as you are
doing it. Do not wait until you feel like you are ready and able—you will never start. The Lord
hath ordained that we walk by faith and not by sight; step out and trust Him to help you. I was
sitting around a family table not long ago listening to the family share the many ways God had
provided for them financially. As | listened, it was evident that their faith had been tested and
stretched, but God always came through, and glorified Himself. This is also the way God works
with us fathers. If we step out in faith, we will be stretched, no doubt. But we will also find Him
coming to our aid, again and again.

We submit these ideas to you fathers and mothers to encourage you to try, to encourage you
to begin, and we know that you will find the Lord, the builder of the house, very faithful. The
enemy has sown seeds of doubt and insecurity in our hearts, and we don’t think we can do it. This
is a lie. God gives the grace to follow through with every command He orders. Let us rise up and
teach, and He will make us craftsmen.

--The Editors

God bless you as you teach!
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Self Control

There are several places in the Bible where God likens the soul of man to a city. Proverbs 25:28 says
“He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.” For this lesson,
you can get one or two of your children to help you build a small fort or maybe a portion of a Lego city.
They will be very happy to help with this project. You must build it with several places where the wall is
broken down. Explain to the children that the wall of the city was a great protection against an enemy com-
ing in and spoiling the city. After you have clearly made this point in their minds, turn the corner and make
some applications to some of the needs in their lives. You can make the list as long as you want. Appetites
that are out of control, losing your temper, being lazy in the morning, lying, and stealing, these are a few.
Show the children how these character needs will open them up to the enemy to come in and destroy them
when they are older. Since it takes a while to build the city, you could take one each day for a week. Follow
each one out to its destructive end and give illustrations where this very thing has happened.

Understanding Father

Proverbs 25:3 says, “The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearch-
able.” For this lesson you can use the Lego city again, or find one of those children’s storybooks where
there are pictures of the operations of a city. Here you have an opportunity to explain a deep truth to
your children. Many times, fathers need to make decisions that the children don’'t understand. It is
important that they understand that this is normal, and that father is not being unreasonable. He is see-
ing a bigger picture than the child, and this affects his decisions. You can help them to see this by using
the example of the King. The servants of the king see their own little world and desire things in light of
their perspective. The king sees the whole of his kingdom and therefore his choices might be different
because of this. Use the illustration of a city to show how different things look if you consider the whole
city. After you have this concept clear in their minds, turn to your home, and give examples where your
perspective and theirs would be very different.

You can use a little house that you have built with the children to illustrate Proverbs 14:1. “Every
wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh down with her hands.” With this lesson, you are
training way into the future, planting seeds of holy principles in their hearts long before they will need
them. You can use the little house that you built to reference the building or tearing down of a house-
hold. As you have made the spiritual connection of the house, give examples of how a wife and mother
could do this to her household. You can give the positive and the negative examples. You can be taking
pieces of the house off, or adding them on depending on what you are talking about at the time. It would
be normal if a house were being built in the neighborhood, to see different parts added each day. On the
other hand, how odd it would be, if each day you went by the house next door, you saw parts of the house
missing. This is what is happening when a foolish woman tears her house down with her hands.

Family Unity

This is a recurring theme in family devotions. The blessing and productivity of a home where there
is unity cannot be measured. We all agree with this, and therefore we should pursue it with teaching
continually. Use the scriptural teachings about the body of Christ found in | Corinthians 12 as a spring-
board for your teaching. Paul’s illustration of the human body is so very simple, yet profound. It is very
easy for a child to understand how silly this would be if parts of our body refused to do their part. Paul
provides ample examples, go over all of them, and then turn to the functions of the home. The differ-
ent abilities of the children and their responsibilities can be applied to these points. The sky is the limit
on this one, and you may want to take a few days on it to make many applications.
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Catherine Boofth’s
H o m e L 1 f e

of Zion- that is the goal them to be all that God would

all of us parents have have them be. How many
for the sweet little girls ways can you say the same
God has placed in our thing before it becomes
care. | like the title of commonplace and unno-
one of the articles in ticed? The Home
this issue  “Purity Histories provide me
Starts in Little Girls”. with a valuable tool to
There is a depth of say the same things

P ure, chaste, virgin daughters for our homes. | want each one of

meaning, and many
points that fall under
that title. It seems
only fitting to me
that we feature a
godly Christian
woman in the home

histories this time.

over and over again
in the framework of
an interesting history
of someone’s life.

I have stated before
that we are not in
agreement with all the
doctrines of each per-

son that we feature.
Our desire and purpose

is to study how they lived
out godly principles in
their homes. | don't agree
with some of the doctrines
that the Puritans believed; how-

Also, from my perspec-
tive, it was a natural
step to take from my
studies of William and
Catherine Booth, to write
about Catherine’s home life. |
crossed the path of her home

history many times in my previous ever, many of them consistently had
studies. Each time I crossed its path, I family devotions morning and evening.
noted that this home is worthy of some med- This challenges me. I cannot bless everything
itation for our learning. that Catherine believed and practiced, but I will

| want to share, as part of the introduction, a  not gainsay the love and zeal that was placed in
bit of my hidden motivation for writing these his-  her by her mother through very effective means.
torical studies of godly homes. | am very burdened

July/August 2001 + The Heartbeat of The Remnant 11



s t o0 r i & s

KATE’S MOTHER

I'm glad that every heritage is not perfect,
because then that leaves room for people like you
and me. Even with all our failures, God can raise
up a godly seed out of sincere desire and deter-
mined obedience. Such was the case in
Catherine’s life. All was not well at home. Kate’s
mother, Miss Milward, was a faithful member of
the Church of England. Although a very moral
person, she was religiously lost. Like most people
in this state, she was not aware of her desperate
condition. In the midst of her blinded life, God
who is rich in mercy, reached down to touch her
and open her eyes.

There was a young man in her life who had
asked for her hand in marriage. All seemed quite
well with their courtship, and the wedding day
was planned. On the eve of that very special day,
some information came to her about her hus-
band-to-be which verified unfaithfulness and
lying on his part. Being a young woman of princi-
ple, she called off the wedding. This brought
despair to his life, and that in turn brought
despair to her life, but she would not compro-
mise. The whole ordeal put Miss Milward into a
bed of affliction for six weeks. This is such an
example of how the spirit, soul, and body are so
intimately connected.

Through this emotional and physical tragedy,
she came under deep conviction of sin. The once
blind and moral person now saw herself as poor
and wretched. There was in the village where she
lived one of those new, fanatical, Methodist
churches. The news reached Miss Milward that
many had received the forgiveness of sins, and
her heart longed to attend the meetings. She had
no strength to rise from her bed, so she made an
appeal to her father to allow the minister to come
and visit her. God had prepared the way, and
soon after the minister left her, she believed God
for forgiveness through the blood of Jesus Christ.
As the Father healed her broken soul, her body
was also healed, almost instantly. She rose from
her bed, dressed herself, and entered back into
the life of her house.

From that moment Catherine’s mother was
totally changed, never to go back to her old world-
ly religious ways. Salvation penetrated every fiber
of her being. It brought a revolution to every area
of her life. She left off all worldly amusements. No
more card playing, no more giddy dancing, and no
more theatre; they were gone forever. She changed
her apparel immediately. Her covering was
stripped of adornment, and made like those the
pious Methodist women wore. Her curly locks of
hair were brought into subjection, and she took
the scissors to her ballroom dresses. Off went the
lace and extra frills. She set to work to please God
in everything, and gladly took her place beside the
despised Methodists of her day. This is Kate’s
mother, so it shouldn’t surprise us that a dedicated
Methodist preacher came to her father to ask for
her hand in marriage soon after this.

KATE’S FATHER

John Mumford was a well known itinerate
preacher of his day. He was a soul winner and a
man of unceasing labors for the kingdom of God.
After the initial rejection of a father who was a
Church of England member, they did obtain his
blessing on their union. Five children were born to
them, Kate being the only girl. Three of the boys
died in infancy, which seems to have been very
common in those days. My, how times have
changed. So few of our little ones die compara-
tively. There is not much written about John
Mumford; he literally disappears from the records
shortly after the children were born. In the early
days of their marriage, he felt called of God to
serve and preach. However, he resisted this call
due to a desire to make money. Slowly his zeal
began to cool, and eventually he gave up preach-
ing altogether and then even his profession of reli-
gion. Mr. Mumford was at one time a strong tem-
perance man, standing against drink in every way.
With the cooling of his spiritual life, it soon
became OK to drink a little wine to calm down
from a heavy day of business. Then later, stronger
drink was needed, and mother and daughter
painfully watched him lose all power to control the
hellish demon.
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This is a great grief to my soul even as | read
and study for this article. He walked away from a
powerful life and ministry for a little money and
what it would buy. Although this is a tragedy with-
out question, let us take another look at these cir-
cumstances. It appears to me that the father never
left the home, but continued to be somewhat of a
dysfunctional father. I think we can gain some
encouragement here. Kate’s mother raised the
children on her own, with far less than the best sit-
uation. It can be done. He didn't fight against
what she was doing; he just didn't do much on his
part. It can be done. Don't get discouraged
because your home setting is not what it should
be. Rise up in the spirit of Caleb and say, “I want
that mountain”.

EARLY YEARS OF TRAINING

To see the flower when it is still an early bud is
the secret of any visionary. To see a mighty oak
tree when all you have is a small sapling is what
motivates the doing, the caring, and the hours of
constant training. Mrs. Mumford saw the seed of a
dedicated servant of God in her little girl, and she
began very early to fertilize it with care. The two
became very close companions as the dedication of
the mother was passed on to the daughter. Kate’s
mother was strict, but full of tenderness and com-
passion. As | have been comparing many homes
through these studies, it has become very clear to
me that this combination has the most effect on
the children. There were rules to follow, and right
and wrong were defined at an early age. This
approach, guided by a tender heart, produced a
sensitive conscience, which is a precious gift to
any child. There were many a bedtime confession
with tears and prayers, as the little girl cleared her
heart with her mama.

The Bible was the supreme Book of wisdom
and learning in the home. It was read and
expounded to the children on their level from
their earliest memory. It was the main textbook for
learning to read, and the main motivation for
learning to read. Kate had literally hundreds of
memories of standing at her mother’s side listen-
ing, reading, or reciting from the old Book. Before

she was twelve years old, she had read through the
Bible eight times. It should be no wonder that in
later years she amazed many with her understand-
ing of the God’s Word. No Bible School was nec-
essary because her whole life as a child in the
home was a seminary full of holy revelations.

Catherine was “a tree planted by the rivers of
water”. Her mother never lost the zeal of her
entrance into the kingdom of God. In fact, it
seems to me that as her husband John began to
cool and find other interest, her zeal increased.
This was probably done to compensate for the lack
that came from an absent father. This love and fer-
vor, coupled with the prominence of the Bible,
created an atmosphere of the Spirit in the home.
As 1 Corinthians 7 says, the believing parent sanc-
tifies the children, or makes them holy. In later
years, Catherine Booth gave this testimony, “I can-
not remember a time when | didn’'t have intense
yearnings after God.”

It was the 1830’s in England and people were
moving into the cities in great numbers. The chil-
dren played in the streets, and the influences were
not good if a mother had higher goals for her chil-
dren. Kate’s mother was one of the few in her day
who said, “a companion of fools shall be
destroyed.” Worldliness and the sins that come
from that world were not allowed. Kate had very
few friends. There simply were no acceptable
social companions available, so mother and
daughter were the best of friends. They had to be,
because there were no others. William Booth often
said of his mother-in-law, “She was a woman of the
sternest principle | have ever met.” She was of the
Puritan type- right is right no matter what the
cost. These strong views on separation from the
world affected every area of their lives. It sounds
like biblical separation to me. It should be this
way. Do you suppose this had anything to do with
the clear testimony of nonconformity that the
Salvation Army had for many years?

A HoME ScHooOL FOR KATE

Because of her mother’s convictions about the
great dangers of association with careless peers,
schooling at home was the only option. These
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standards were passed on to Kate and she followed
her mother’s example, training all of the eight
Booth children at home. “A school is a little
world,” she often said to others. Kate’s own
schooling began before she was three, and accord-
ing to her mother, Kate knew her letters and could
read simple words shortly after she was three years
old. Picture the little girl, not even five years old,
standing on a footstool and reading out loud to her
mother. This is home school at its best. Mrs.
Mumford was the teacher for the first twelve years,
followed by two years in a girl’s school with a very
godly teacher. After this Kate’s health forced her
back into the home school mode, and this stage of
education was more theological than academic.
The curriculum was of utmost importance, for
truth prevails to make a holy child, but error
brings loose living and a child that casts off
restraint. Kate’s mother was very selective when it
came to the books the children read. She was so
watchful that she would not allow the children to
learn the French language, simply because many
French writers were infidels. Because of her moth-
er’s strong love for truth, Kate was not allowed to
read anything that was fantasy, or make believe.
Only the purest forms of truth were allowed. I'm
sure she would not have been permitted to read
the novels of today, and romance novels would
have been absolutely taboo. History and
Geography were studied together with lots of dis-
cussion about His Story and how it applied to that
day. Biographies were also used to inspire and
guide the students’ minds toward the right. Some
lives studied were good and some bad. That was all
right, because Mother was there to talk it out.

TRAGEDIES,
POWERFUL INFLUENCES

There were three major negative experiences
that God used to mold the young soldier’s life dur-
ing those formative years. Oh how our natural
love wants to shelter our children from the hard
times, and the pains that often come in life. But
God will use them in deep meaningful ways if we
will give good counsel through them. It was this

way for Kate. Three of her brothers died in infan-
cy. The little girl never forgot the solemn feelings
that death brings to the one who looks on in
amazement. Three times she looked upon a dead
baby lying in her mother’s arms. Three times she
looked upon her mother, with tears running down
her face. God used these occasions to impart to
her a deep sense of the surety of death, which last-
ed all her life.

The greatest pain in Kate’s years at home was
undoubtedly when she watched her father slowly
cool off spiritually, give up the ministry of preach-
ing, and take up the cursed bottle of strong drink.
She was much closer to her father and they spent
more time together in the early years. Kate was
more like her father than her mother. Oh the deep
pain of watching a loved one lose their life to the
world, right before your very eyes. Father had been
a strong temperance advocate, holding many
meetings right in his home. Tragedy? Yes, of course
it was, but what was the result of this ongoing,
painful experience? Mother doubled her efforts to
train the children correctly. She became more
earnest in prayer, and learned to know God in a
sweet, intimate way. Mother and daughter drew
very close to each other, and the spiritual bond
was inseparable. Kate hated liquor all her days,
and fought the devil for the degraded souls who
were trapped by it.

The third major situation that could have
destroyed the young lady’s life came when she
was fourteen years old. After two beautiful years
of regular school, Kate was struck with a severe
spinal disease. She had to return to her home,
and recline on the couch or in bed continually.
Kate was a very active girl, and this was extreme-
ly difficult to bear. Through the direction of her
mother, and her unquenchable desire to learn,
she took up studies at home. Only this time, the
subjects were chosen by her spiritual longings.
Hours were spent in Bible study, theology, and
church history. She picked up the writings of
Wesley, Fletcher, and Finny. She also found great
delight in meditations from Newton’s book on
prophecy, and from Pilgrim’s Progress. These
works and many others were devoured and
digested at the age of fourteen. Composition fol-
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lowed, which helped her to formulate what she
believed. God’s Bible School is always perfect.
The school of Christ is the most effective school
there is, and this is what Kate discovered.

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Ye fearful saints fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break,
With blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord with feeble sense,
But trust Him for the grace
Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain.
God is His own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.

William Cowper 1750

CHARACTER,
GobLY CHARACTER

Character, or moral and ethical qualities, was a
high goal on Mother’s list of priorities for Kate.
This pursuit was started at an early age. She
trained into the children the priceless gift of an
enlightened, sensitive conscience. They were
taught to always tell the truth, and that honesty in
everything was the way a Christian should live.
The sweet sound of a little girl crying over a fail-
ure of the day was music to the mother’s ears.
With persistence she began to mold the fresh new
clay, which yielded easily now to Mother’s will.

Mrs. Mumford believed that this was the calling of
a mother. No one else will be given this awesome
responsibility; no hireling could ever match a
mother’s care. She left behind many a trivial activ-
ity to give herself to the molding of an eternal soul.

Catherine’s mother instilled in her many of
those moral qualities that form a soul into an
instrument that God can use. Kate hated any-
thing that was evil, shuddering at times at the
sights of degraded society. From her early child-
hood, compassion was a dominant part of her per-
sonality. This was developed in two ways. First, by
helping her to be aware of the great needs of her
fellow man around her. Secondly, by teaching her
the gentle care of the animal kingdom. Chores
were used to train her in diligence, which blessed
her beyond measure all the days of her life. She
was known for her unfailing diligence in all that
she did. Humility was noticed in the twelve-year-
old girl when she began to go to the formal school.
She considered competition a dangerous thing,
and was often found helping other girls get better
grades than she. “Do right,” said Mother, “no
matter what the cost,” and this quality was found
many times as she interacted with other children
of her age. She would not compromise. Ah, there
are many more that we could look at, but the
point is made. Let us actively pursue ways to
develop character in our children, for the king-
dom of our God.

HoLy CHILDHOOD ACTIVITIES

We all know that the apprenticeship method of
learning is the quickest, most effective way of
learning. It is one thing to hear someone teach
you, but it is a much deeper step when we put our
own hands to the work and do something. The
master knows that his student needs to hear how
to do it, to see how it is done, and then lastly to
rise up himself and do the work. This is the way
our Lord and Master trained His servants, and this
is the best way for our children. It seems that the
mother we are examining knew this very well,
because she filled Kate’s life with many hands-on
activities. | would like to ponder a few of these for
our learning. If we can grasp this principle and
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apply it, we will gain much ground in the area of
child training.

% Table Talks

Those stimulating conversations that took
place around the family table were used with
purpose to stretch and educate the children.
The subjects were lofty, and at times hard to
understand. The younger children were
encouraged to enter in to the debates and dis-
cussions. Kate was often found on a Sunday
afternoon, sitting with the adults, discussing
the issues of the day. We should encourage
this with our children. If this is going to hap-
pen though, you will have to draw them in at
first, and give attention to their thoughts
when they speak.

% Playing House

Some would say that this is an insignificant
point, but the world and the devil would not
say so. Let us open our eyes and take note of
the many ways in which the devil is using
seemingly meaningless play to mold a genera-
tion of Killers, harlots, and idle time wasters.
Kate’s little family of baby dolls consumed
much of her time as a little girl. She needed to
feed them, dress them, pray with them, and
put them to bed. They will need a spanking,
and then, ah yes, we must sew their clothes for
them. This went on day after day with order
and determination. There is no question in my
mind; God used this innocent play to train a
mother of eight for a very busy life.

% Letters to the Editor

The temperance movement was in full
swing when Kate was growing up, and she was
encouraged to enter into the cause. She would
sit and listen to the adults discuss it, then sit
and read all the latest periodicals on the sub-
ject, and then sit down and write to the edi-
tors. Many evenings, she would steal away into
her room and share the burden of her heart in
a letter to the editor. Was this merely childish
play? 1 think not. To develop the ability to
express your heart on paper is a valuable asset

in anyone’s life. Do you know how many times
she wrote articles for the Salvation Army
paper, The War Cry?

% Juvenile Temperance Society

Children want to be involved. They will
find a way to be “doers and not hearers only.”
She was the secretary of this little group of
children at age twelve. Kate filled her time
with arranging meetings, raising subscriptions
for temperance magazines, and raising money
for the cause. Others, Lord, yes, others; this
seemed to be the focus of her formative years.
The poor drunk on the street, the jobless, and
even the lost in faraway heathendom, held
her heart.

& Little-girl Missionary

Kate would sit in rapt attention as she lis-
tened to the stories of the great plight of the
lost in distant lands. How could she raise
some money for the cause? She denied herself
many little extras and gave the money to mis-
sions. She renounced the eating of sweets,
and gave to the cause. She went to others
pleading the cause of the heathen, and was
often surprised at the amount she was able to
raise. How do you say no to a young girl with
all this zeal and compassion?

CONCLUSION

As | look back over the many powerful child-
training points in this article, | stand amazed. All
this was done in a home where the father was not
supportive. He did not fight against this deter-
mined mother, but simply lived his own carnal
life. Yet, look what was done. Many times the par-
ent who feels alone in his/her goals for the chil-
dren just gives up. Others constantly nag and
fight and preach to their unconcerned spouse.
This only makes things worse, and infects the
home with the spirit of bitterness, and the chil-
dren are defiled. Let us take courage, and press
forward in faith, saying like Caleb, “I want that
mountain.” Let us fill our house with the spirit of
betterness instead of bitterness.

16 The Heartbeat of The Remnant « July/August 2001



The Wisdom of
Soulwinning

by Loyal Martin

“He that winneth souls is wise.” Proverbs 11:30

THE LIFE-BOAT.

t times it seems like the
Awork of soul winning is
not a profitable venture.

After much labor, little fruit is
seen. We face pressures and
influences in our own lives as we
press into the kingdom of dark-
ness with God’s message of
truth. Sometimes it would seem
like the best thing for us to do is
to crawl into a little cave some-
where and hide from the world.

But God’s Word declares
otherwise. “He that winneth souls
is wise.” Proverbs 11:30b To be
wise is to live according to the
true nature of things, and to reap
the hidden blessings that God
gives to them that obey Him.

One who fishes for men is
engaged in a work of eternal
value. He is working in partner-
ship with the Creator of the uni-
verse to bring a message to the

hearts of men. His task will
affect the eternal destiny of the
souls of men. The value of an
eternal soul makes it a wise
endeavor.

The soul winner carries the
greatest message that tongue
can express or ear can hear. It
cost the death of God’s spotless
Son at the hands of ungodly
men. It is God’s revelation of
truth that cannot be found
merely by natural reasoning.
The message must be carried by
a messenger and be received in
faith. God Himself witnesses to
the authenticity of the message
by His spirit. This word fully
meets the inner needs of man,
and the soul that does not know
this message is like a desert bar-
ren and fruitless. It has the
power to bring a man into a vital
relationship with his Creator
and change a wretched sinner
into a saint of God. It would be
utmost foolishness to neglect or
to tamper with this message.
“Woe is unto me, if | preach not
the gospel!” 1 Cor. 9:16b

The evangelist is forced to
focus on the issues that really
matter in Christ’s kingdom. He
cannot add to or take away from
God’s message. Many who have
neglected this work are today
wandering in a maze of religious
confusion or have lost their own
faith in God. Many have no joy-
ous reality in their own lives
because they draw back in fear
and hide from the world. After
generations of this, about all
that is left is a family church or
a cultural clique that is far from
what God intended His people
to be or experience. Even the
genetic features begin to be dis-
torted in such a closed society
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and they bear a negative wit-
ness to the wisdom of soul-win-
ning. The Mennonites in Russia
are an illustration of this truth.
When they promised not to
evangelize the peasants, dark-
ness and decay began in their
faith. A faith that is not pre-
cious enough to us to share with
others becomes a dead faith and
gives us a false sense of security,
but “they that sow in tears shall
reap in joy. He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him.”

When we are engaged in this
work, we are forced to rely more
fully upon God. The pressures
and attacks we experience bring
a depth to our Christian experi-
ence that would otherwise be

continued from page 8,

lacking. We come to know our
God and prove His sufficiency as
we labor for Him. God strength-
ens our own commitment and
purifies our own lives as we
share our testimony with others.
Our children catch our heart-
beat and respond to the gospel
message because they see a real-
ity in our faith.

Another benefit of doing the
work of God is the unity that it
produces among God’s people as
they labor together for a com-
mon cause. In Matthew 24:45-
51, neglecting God’s work is
directly connected with begin-
ning to smite fellow-servants.
This truth has been demonstrat-
ed many times in history. When
Christians open their hearts to
God’s burden for souls and labor
and pray together, a tremendous

The Sacrifice of a Living Son by Gerald Nolt

unity is experienced. When the
work is neglected, strife begins.
The work of soul winning is
wise because of the eternal
rewards that this laborer will
experience. The pain and toil
looks small when it is compared
with the honors that will be
given to the Lord’s servants
someday. “And they that be wise
shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars
for ever and ever.” Daniel 12:3
Though we are not worthy of
these honors and we will cast
our crowns at His feet because
we have only done by God’s
grace that which was our duty to
do, yet, Christ will recognize the
marks of a true faith and give a
crown of righteousness to all
that love His appearing. 4

doing God’s work. Let’s break the cycle and each
one of us parents teach our children to seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness rather
than the American dream.

It breaks my heart when | see many people
wanting the “good life”. | pray each day that God
would help me never to lose sight of His work and
will and never to take back what we have given
Him, the children He gave to us. | have heard my
parents say a few times when they see other fami-
lies getting together to enjoy each other: “It makes
us miss our children and grandchildren who are in
different states, and countries.” However, they
would never challenge the will of God for our
lives. How we thank God for their attitude,
because it gives us the opportunity to follow God’s
call to do His work with their blessing. When
Samuel’'s mother, Hannah, prayed her prayer for a
son, she asked for a son so he could be used to
work in the temple. She could have just asked for
a child to grace their home, but her prayer was for

God to bless her and her husband so they in turn
could bless God by giving the child back to Him.
This should be our prayer as parents. “God, as you
bless us with children, we give them to You for
Your work in any way You desire.” Just think of the
joy that kind of a prayer would bring God.

Let us run with joy the race that God has set
before us, and let our children run the race that
God has set before them. Proverbs 3:1-6 expresses
my heart toward all of my children. “My son, forget
not my law; but let thine heart keep my command-
ments. For length of days, and long life, and peace,
shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake
thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the
table of thine heart: so shalt thou find favor and good
understanding in the sight of God and man. Trust in
the lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths.” This is my prayer for
my children. O
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CHRIST
Our Example
of Humility

by Roman Kauffman

“Let this mind be in you, which was also

in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: but made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men: and being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled him-

self, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth: and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the

glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:5-11

sidered what Jesus was willing to endure in
order that we might be saved? Oh, we try to
think it through, but we can’t really grasp it. As |
studied for this message, | had to ask myself, “Do |
even understand in a small measure what true
humility is?” It is so evasive, and just about the
time you think that you're humble, pride tells you
that you are. Mankind is so saturated with pride
that we hardly know how to relate to anything else.
It is the most natural thing possible and that is why
we have such a hard time understanding humility.
Pride is not only out there in the world, but it
openly sits in church pews and reveals itself
behind the pulpit; | can testify to that. It is in the
mission field and in just about any work that the
church wants to accomplish.
This message is meant to expose and unveil
our pride. It is meant to reveal how God thinks i